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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 16720 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, TH 

SUB J : STUDENT SYMPATHY RALLY OVER ARRESTS OF 
NORTHERN FARMER ACTIVISTS 

REF: A. BANGKOK 16518; B. BANGKOK 16510; BANGKOK 16721 

1. THE STUDENT RALLY AT THAMMASAT IS BARELY LIMPING 
ALONG. AN EMBASSY POLITICAL ASSISTANT WHO VISITED 

THE SCENE OF THE DEMONSTRATION AUGUST 13 REPORTED THAT 
ONLY 300-400 STUDENTS WERE PRESENT. THE CHIANG 
MAI CONSUL REPORTED THAT NO MORE THAN 75 STUDENTS MAIN 
TAINED THE VIGIL AT CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY AS OF NOON 
AUGUST 11. CHIANG MAI ALSO REPORTED THAT THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL OF CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY HAD VOTED TO URGE THE 
REOPENING OF CLASSES. THE COMPLETE REPORT FROM AMCONSUL 
CHIANG MAI IS CONTAINED IN REF C. 

2. A THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR WHO ACTS AS THE 
LIAISON BETWEEN THE FACULTY AND THE STUDENTS TOLD AN 
EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER ON AUGUST 1 1 THAT THE FACULTY 
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HAD ADVISED THE STUDENTS TO COMPROMISE WITH THE GOVERN- 
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MENT ON THIS ISSUE BECAUSE THEY HAD LITTLE PUBLIC SUP- 
PORT. HOWEVER, THE PRESENT GROUP OF STUDENT LEADERS, 

WHOM THE PROFESSOR CHARACTERIZED AS LESS SOPHISTICATED 
THAN THE PREVIOUS LEADERSHIP, SEE THIS ISSUE AS A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY TO RALLY THE STUDENT GROUPS AND SEEM 
RELUCTANT TO COMPROMISE. 

3. THE GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO CLEARLY OUTMANEUVER THE 
STUDENTS IN THE PRESS BY MAINTAINING A REASONABLE POSITION, 

WAGING A VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN TO EXPLAIN ITS POSITION AND 
ACTIONS TO THE PUBLIC, AND GENERATING ACTION TO INDICATE 
FORWARD MOVEMENT IN THE RTG INVESTIGATIONS OF THE MUR- 
DERS. WITH CONSIDERABLE JUSTIFICATION THE RTG BELIEVES 
IT HAS THE SITUATION UNDER CONTROL. 

WHITEHOUSE 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: STUDENT GROUPS, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGKO16720 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750279-0833 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750854/aaaabvhz.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 BANGKOK 16518, 75 BANGKOK 16510, 75 BANGKOK 16721 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUL 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <24 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STUDENT SYMPATHY RALLY OVER ARRESTS OF NORTHERN FARMER ACTIVISTS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, TH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




